South Nation Conservation - Fish Camp
This year South Nation Conservation (SNC) is introducing an exciting new program to introduce young people, who may not otherwise have the opportunity, to the marvels of sport fishing.  For each of the next three Saturdays, June 29, July 4 & July 11, SNC will be holding a “Fish Camp” coinciding with National Fishing Week (July 4 to 12, 2009) and Ontario Family Fishing Weekend (July 10-12, 2009).
Each Fish Camp will run from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm and will include a free BBQ lunch.  They will be held at different locations across the South Nation watershed in order to give as many residents as possible a chance to participate.

Participants will be limited to 12 young folk in the 10 to 15 age group.  Participation will be on a first-come-first-served basis, although, as mentioned earlier, the target audience is those who might not otherwise have an opportunity to experience the thrill of catching a fish.

At each “Camp” there will be an OMNR Conservation Officer to talk about fishing regulations and their importance to the sport, along with SNC staff who will provide instruction with respect to fish identification.  What is needed is OFS volunteers who are willing to assist by helping the participants learn how to actually handle the equipment, including things like selecting an appropriate lure, attaching it to the line, casting it, and retrieving the fish.  (We should be so lucky!)

One more important fact – as a part of the program, each participant will be given a spinning outfit to keep, forever, and hopefully use until they discover the ultimate joy of fly fishing.

This is an important way for OFS to further its objectives with respect to conservation and the promotion of the sport of fishing in general, and fly fishing in particular.  By getting our youth involved, and positioning ourselves in a position of influence – there’s no limit to what we can accomplish.
Now, at this point you may be asking: “How can I help?”  It’s really, really simple.  Just volunteer a few hours, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, on one of the following Saturdays – June 29, July 4, or July 11.  The locations are Spencerville (behind the Mill), Russell (W.E. Burton Conservation Area), and Plantagenet (Jessup’s Falls Conservation Area), in that order.  Please call or message Bruce Clarke (613-824-8922 or clarkebd@symaptico.ca) to confirm your spot in paradise!!

And remember, you can still have fun and get a free lunch, with OFS/SNC.

I apologise for the short notice, but this is truly a work in progress.

Thank you, Bruce   

